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SUBJECT: CALL ON INTERIOR MINI5TER 

l. ON OECEMBER 6 I PAID A PROTOCOL CALL ON MGEN L L AMI L 
RESTON, THE OUTGOING MINISTER OF INTERPOPT. I USED THE 
OCCASION TO EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE CENTRAL QUT 
LITTLE-CREDITED ROLE HE PLATED IN MANAGING THE POLICIES 
OF THE B1GNONE GOVERNMENT WHICH LEO TO THE •Ml DEI Y 
ACCLAIMED OCTOSER ELECTIONS. T SAID THE RETURN OF 
ARGENTINA TO DEMOCRACY WOULD HAVE A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC 
POSITIVE RESULTS IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. I ALSO 
TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW OUR REQUEST FOR WHATEVER 
OFFICIAL INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE IN TWO AND POSSIBLY • 
THREE CASES OF AMERICANS WHO DISAPPEARED DURING THE 
ANTI-SUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN (THE AROZARENA, HUNT AND 
MOTTA CASES). I MADE CLEAR OUR VIEW THAT THE FINAL 
SOLUTION OF THE WHOLE QUESTION OF THE DISAPPEARED IS 
AN INTERNAL MATTER WHICH I WAS SURE THE ARGENTINES WOULD 
DEAL WITH BUT EMPHASIZED OUR CONTINUING INTEREST IN 
THE FATE OB WHEREABOUTS OF THESE AMCITS. 

2. RCiClON I OOi- '1C T £ OF OUR BEQUEST CN THE DISAPPEARANCES, 
COMMENT I NG ONL t GENERALLY THAT NO ONE* HAS THE ANSWER 

TO THE OVERALL QUESTION. HE DID SAY THAT THE 
SOLUTION. HOWEVER IT IS ARRIVED AT, WILL BE FOUND 
WITHIN THE ' FRAME WURH OF THE LAW HE OBSERVEO THAT THE 
DISAPPEARED WILL BE AN EARLY MATTER TO BE TAKEN UP 
BY THE CONGRESS NOw ESTABLISHING ITS RULES OF PROCEDURE 
AND PRIORITIES. 

3. RESTON WAS PLEASEO BY OuR RECOGNITION OF THE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT' S FULL COMPLIANCE WITH ITS 
COMMITMENT TO RETURN DEMOCRACY TO THE COUNTRY VIA 
ELECTIONS. HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD SEEN A SIMILAR 
PROCESS FRUSTRATED IN 1972-73, WHEN THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT OF THAT TIME SOUGHT A PRECONCEIVED OUTCOME 

to the electoral process. he contrasted that with the 

STRICT NEUTRALITY OF THE PLAN ADOPTED THIS TIME. HE 
WAS QUITE PROUD OF THE ORDERLY WAY IN WHICH THE 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN WAS CONDUCTED AND THE UNIVERSAL 
ADHERENCE TO ITS RESULTS. HE SAID FEW PEOPLE. 

INCLUDING THE MAIN CONTESTANTS, BELIE VE O AT THE OUTSET 
THAT THIS WOULD BE THE CASE. 

4. COMMENT- RESTON. WHO HAS JUST PUT IN HIS RETIREMENT,’ " 
WAS A SOLDIER TO THE END. HE CLAIMED THAT THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT’ 5 INTENTION HAD ALWAYS BEEN A RETURN TO 
DEMOCRACY. THIS IS SOMETHING HE SAID THE ARMED FORCES 
HISTORICALLY HAVE PROCLAIMED AFTER SEIZING POWER IN 
ARGENTINA. "AFTER EVERY GQlPE, THE FIRST THING 

THE MILITARY DO IS HOLD UP THE. CONSTITUTION AND SAY 
IT WILL BE THEIR GUIDE. " BUT THE MILITARY MEANT IT IN 
1976, RESTON SAID.. AND HAS NOW FULFILLED THE PLEDGE. 
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